The Buttari—Vanderhey Family

A Celebration 20 Years in the Making
Tim and I have been together now for over 20 years.
We met when I was in college and have been together since. We only had one dog as a couple, a lab/
shepherd mix, my heart dog Butch, before he passed in 2016. It was the worse day of my life.

A year and half later as we were preparing to buy a house,
we decided we needed another dog; actually two dogs now that we’d have a yard for them and a place
to call home. I knew I wanted another large breed and began researching. Newfoundland, St. Bernard,
Great Pyrenees, Mastiff, and Bernese were all crossed off the list by Tim because he didn’t want too
much hair and drool all over. Imagine my surprise after taking a random internet quiz on what dog you
should get based on your personality/lifestyle that #2 was a Greater Swiss Mountain Dog. I immediately
googled them and was taken with how gorgeous they were and how big. I really liked how they were a
dry mouth breed and didn’t shed a lot (yeah, right). I read about their unique personalities that can be
humanlike. We knew it was the breed for us.

I contacted an AKC breeder I found,
chatted with her on the phone,
filled out an application, met her full grown female and puppies, and decided we were hooked. A few months later we
picked up Dante. We couldn’t handle another puppy (Dante
was an absolute monster), but still wanted another dog. We
knew finding a
Swissy rehome
was going to be
hard, but surprisingly enough we
were quickly put
in contact with
Fiona’s previous
owner. She loved us and we loved her almost immediately,
and her previous owners knew we were the ones—Fiona
always hid when other families came to see her, but she
came right to us!
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Now that our family was complete, our 20th Anniversary was quickly
approaching. We discussed getting married on that day as a celebration of our 20 years together, and
decided we were going to do it. March 1st, 2019 was set as our wedding. Throughout all the planning, I
just knew nothing else mattered except that Dante and Fiona needed to be there and be a part of the
day. I had pushback from some people, and the venue would only allow us to have them there if we had
the ceremony outside. I insisted they had to be in the wedding; I just couldn’t fathom not having them
there. Our venue found a loophole in their rules, and since it snowed that day we had the wedding inside and both Dante and Fiona participated as Ringbearer and Flower Girl. We even had our florist
make a flowered collar for Fiona to wear and a friend sewed a bowtie that would fit Dante!

We had 2 full tables of Swissy owner friends that we’ve met
throughout our almost 3 years of having one.
We loved having Tom and Melissa Painter, Sharon and Bud Gardner, Tonia Adams, Kevin and Katie
Rosander, Toby and Alan Nelson, Frank and Jackie Caputo, and Loretta Golding as guests.

A special thanks
to Greg Golding
for escorting
Dante down the aisle
and
Denise Mitterando

for escorting
Fiona
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As the pictures of our wedding show …
it really was the perfect day, and having Dante and Fiona part of it as we all officially became a family
was all I could have asked for. It was amazing celebrating our 20th anniversary with all of our family and
friends and having them witness our marriage. I never imagined a breed of dog could be so incredible;
our Swissies have not only given us so much love and adoration, but have given us many new lifelong
friends. Swissies really are the best—and, yes we are still contemplating a 3rd!
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