The DeWitt Family
Dr. Barry DeWitt and his family live in Pottstown, PA. with their 4year-old daughter, Harper, and their 2-year-old son, Barry III (Trey).

Barry works for the Pennsylvania
State Education Association.
Ashley practices as a speechlanguage pathologist in both
educational and acute care
settings, with her treatment
focused largely on early intervention and school-age pediatrics.
Ashely is currently a doctoral
candidate at Neumann University
just outside of Philadelphia.

The DeWitt Family
When Barry and Ashley bought their
home together in 2007,
one of the first things they did as a couple was get a
puppy. They were attracted to large breeds, and ended up
with a beautiful and loving Saint Bernard named Hans.
Hans was part of their family for nearly ten years; in fact he
was there to welcome Harper home from the hospital in
2014. Harper spent her first two years snuggling with Hans
and using him as a giant pillow. Sadly, Hans passed away
just before Thanksgiving in 2016. He is missed
everyday—except for all the drooling.

After nearly a year of mourning,
Barry and Ashley decided to search for their next canine companion. While they loved the Saint
Bernard breed, they sat down and made a list of the traits they admired about the Saints and the
traits they would rather live without. After spending about eight months looking at every large breed
imaginable, they landed on the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog. Truth be told, it happened quite by
accident. While driving home one evening from a Giant Schnauzer breeder, they felt like they were
running out of breeds to explore. No breed “clicked” for them. They had the opportunity to look at
nearly a dozen beautiful and amazing breeds, but none of them felt like it was the right fit. Barry
was driving, and Ashley was doing what all academics do: researching things on Google. After
quietly reading a few articles, she turned to Barry and said, “How about a Greater Swiss Mountain
Dog?” Barry bluntly replied, “Never heard of that breed.” The rest, as they say, is history.
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The DeWitt Family
Now rather than Harper having a
pillow …

Harper has become the pillow.
But she does not mind!

15-month-old Twinpeaks Zurich Daphne DeWitt,
recently finished her Champion title at the Ludwig’s Corner show late this summer. Daphne was
sired by GCHS CH Gideon Des Joyeuses Gambades; the dam is Twinpeaks Touching the Clouds.
She was bred by Erin Mcwilliams and Kim Rasmussen-Scholter, and was whelped by Chris
Gisewhite in Lewistown, PA. Daphne has been beautifully handled in the ring by Jaime Scott.
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Daphne is not the only canine in the
DeWitt household.
About eight years ago Ashley (much to the initial dismay of
Scrooge Barry) came home with a rescue from the humane
society. Coco is some variant of a Pomeranian and came
out of a horrible neglect situation. When Coco arrived home
she casts on both of her front limbs and both of her eyes had
been badly scratched. After a month of TLC she settled in
and has become a staple in the DeWitt family.

The DeWitt love of animals does not end with canines.
Barry is an avid equestrian and while his hectic work schedule no longer allows him to ride as
frequently as he would like, Barry and Ashley have had the opportunity to import several hunter/
jumper horses into the United States. Harper has also taken to the horses. She enjoys riding
ponies and much like her father, she enjoys being competitive in the show ring.

The DeWitt Family
Barry and Ashley also enjoys volunteering for various causes and
campaigns in order to help champion progressive policies.
Ashley spent the summer and fall this year campaigning for Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf. The
appropriate funding of public education and the expansion of early intervention academic programs
in Pennsylvania are two of her primary humanitarian endeavors. Likewise, the creation of sustainable energy sources and the national and international crisis of income inequality are issues
important to Barry. Helping to organize employees to fortify workers’ collective bargaining strength
is something that the DeWitt family is passionate about.

Barry and Ashley are proud and honored to be part of the
Mid-Atlantic Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club.
Through this group they have had the chance to meet and learn from many great people. They
look forward to meeting more life-long friends, and are excited for the opportunity to do their part to
help support the Greater Swiss breed.

