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Zander, our first Sw
but our Swissy story
many vears agao.

Mi ke and | met in the spri
Il was in 8th grade and he
start high school that fal/l
sweethearts going to four

toget her . We were engaged

from high school. Mi ke got

mer after | gradkiantey, fa olma

micxhe was a great dog and o

Mi e family until we were m

I grew up obsessed with dogs, setting
knew | dobledmhome to watch t hem.

Iiwe al ways been fascinated by the different breed:
that elnd up in the dog show world someday, but wit
watching a dog show on TV while cleaning our éaiptar
was the first year that the Greater Swiss Mount ai
pl ai ned wvihyseenrhatdnmen before. It was the most gor
mor e. The fact that i1t was a Swiogwi tbhe eprdo uvh so fl ik
and grew up |istening to my grandfather and cousi
Well, we were newly married and broke
feasi bl e at the ti me.

But | was determined to own a Swissy someday and
in 1995 we added a Dal matian to our famil&, mam Wa
a breeder. We have had at | east two dogs in our

got al ong very weitlhe Dlogbwd satdhye crkeniagnteldor hood ki ds,
ning when they saw me outside working with the do

The years progressed, and we had our

We were quite busy with homeschooling thé&mtihanyge
add a Swissy to our clr amea rsGclhtetliud ke . a brchuatt tdh edm, an
my husbi®TdDPt HEI CAR saw a Swissy (or even aeBerne
thought | was crazy. | contacted breeders, asked
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11 mont hs af
changed all

| started developing neurologic symptoms that wer

ations, spine trauma, brain herniation and nerve
with a specialist in Long Island with the | ast be
not easy to recover from, and after having 14 sur
to see |ife a lot differently. You |l earn to cele
|l etting go of dreams or goals you realize are no
i ng to |l et go of. Il was not giving up on my darea

ti énget .

A few years afteré my brain surgery

we started the discussion again, and then Mike hu
for therapy, treatments, etc., but wultimately end
has a f eW ntohpaetd ldabrseeneur osurgeon was thedomge®i wiygo btac
hi sipab that he had since high school and one tha
well , too. It was discouraging, but we pressed

Finall vy, Chri st ma
| unwrapped a gi f

and inside was a pictur
note that told me it wa
the |l east, and already
Wool l ard of Cherished S
2017, we traveled to Oh

Ki®m home. I n the meant
(age 10), started talki
show in conformati @ndif ol

her ol deof ostBtepgsand p
but this was a wel comed
we were interested in g
weeks | ater | received
i ng the pups had arrive
this really be happenin
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The Di ehl

2017 was also the year that the Natio

just 40 minutes from home. And conveniently, our
same hotel the same week! We spent the week ther
and awesome Swids ssyo otvhnaenrksf!ul If or t hat week, becau:
excited to get our boy, but also because of the ¢
warm and wel coming, and Frank and | sabella Caputo
pull ed Kelly aside to share the basics of showing

pl easantly surprised at just how open to sharing
continues to be.

June 8t h, 2017 was the A |
for 22 vyear s,

and now |I shared the dream wit y !
took roughly ten hours, and Kel t e
the whole way home. 't was o0ns-d m
to bring him home with our ki dS§d S
hi m, welcoming him to the fami/ a
ents (Zuko x Gander) and his r g he
Il s Set On You, is a reflection he
Zander was, is, and wil l¥ealeweeys] ™ t
gi ven. He is now a gift to eady t

bond with him is unique to each one of wus.



