
 

 

Where it all began 
Greg and I moved into our new home and married in 2016.  At the time, we had an empty household as we had lost our 

dogs within a few years of getting married.  We always planned on getting a puppy together after our honeymoon when our 

lives were more settled.   

What was the problem?  
Greg was the problem.  He wanted a Boxer, and probably to name him Duke, after his last Boxer.  I wanted a non-shedding 

dog like my last dog, Zoey.  I did not back down—for those of you who know me I’m sure that doesn’t come as a surprise.   

I would not get a Boxer, but I would compromise on a breed that we could both agree on—just not a Boxer.  

We thought of different breeds we knew and 
loved and what would entail—   
Mastiff, Goldendoodle, Bernese Mountain Dog, Bernedoodle.  Both of us loved the 

idea of getting a Bernese Mountain, but the thought of all that hair—no.  Greg   

really wanted a Mastiff, but the thought of all that drool—no.  One evening when 

we were driving to Cherry Spring State Park with my brother and sister-in-law to 

see a meteor shower I threw down my gloves and told Greg I knew of the perfect 

breed that we would both love and agree on—the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog.   

It took a while to remember the breed since I had only met one in Dewey Beach 

when I was a child.  Greg had never heard of the breed so we did some research 

during our drive and he quickly agreed.  My sister-in-law went even further to find 

several breeders we would pass on the way so we could stop by and meet their 

dogs.  

Finding the perfect puppy 
Over the summer of 2016 we contacted Matterhorn Greater Swiss Mountain Dog 

and filled out a puppy application.  Of course, we were waitlisted.  And then there 

we were again, disagreeing on whether or get a male or a female.  Greg wanted a 

male, and me—I preferred a female, but would be happy either way.  It was a   

discussion to be had when our litter of puppies arrived in the spring of 2017.  

Much to our surprise I received a phone call from Laurie Carmody, of Matterhorn 

Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, in October or November 2016.  She offered us a 

female from her current litter because the forever family could not make the trip to 

pick her up due to the Christmas holiday.  We immediately said, Yes! 

The journey begins—December 23, 2016 
Kona was the perfect little puppy, and the only gift under our Christmas tree that 

year.  She quickly grew from a litter ball of cuteness (some people called a      

Beagle) to a big, beautiful Swissy (often thought of as a Pitbull mix).  Never could 

we have imagined a more perfect fit for our new family.  Kona is a very talkative 

and outspoken puppy.  She loves long walks and running in our back yard.  We 

can rely on her to wake us up for work in the morning as she licks our faces letting 

us know she’s hungry.  She loves to snuggle no matter where you are, and if she gets to tired to hang with us late at night, 

she grabs her favorite ducky and walks to the hallway, turns around to see if we’re following, and leaves us to go to bed.   
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Kona is a fabulous companion ... 
who keeps Greg busy while I’m at school, and who keeps me company by sleeping under my desk while I’m home studying.  

She also goes through mood swings when Greg and I are not home together.  Not only is Kona a loving companion, but she is 

smart.  She knows several people by name and will absolutely lose it if you tell her a few things, for e.g., “do you want to go 

see Grandpop?”; do you want to go for a walk?”; and “do you want to got for a car ride?”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting a Swissy was the perfect fit for Greg and me. 
Kona has filled our home with love and joy and has given us the opportunity to meet new friends (dogs and humans) through 
MAGS.  We have enjoyed many Swissy play dates, birthday parties and MAGS Swissy Fun Day events.  We look forward to 
meeting more of you (and your Swissies) at future events and maybe by then we will have a new Matterhorn puppy.  
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