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It was last April when the time came to say good-bye to our 120 lb. Rottie / Australian Shepherd mix, Samson, who had been part of our family
for 12 long years.
No more pets, the pain of saying good-bye is too great - at least that’s
how I felt at the time. Within a few months I started to find hints of what
would come - our IPad browser filled with pictures of Swissys that my
husband, Gene, would conveniently leave for me. He wanted another
“regal” dog like Sammie.

So our quest began—I made phone calls; filled out puppy applications - silence. And then last August I filled out
an application for a SwissKiss puppy. I was surprised and delighted how quickly Katie responded. She
explained that she gives preference to prospective puppy parents that she meets in person so two weeks later we made
the trip to Elizabethtown to meet the Markley pack—Katie, Randy, Friday, Oliver, Molly, Apollo and Skye (who
has recently been adopted by the Dooley family).

My first encounter with a Swissy was when I met
Oliver close-up and in-person on September 13, 2015.
We found out that day that we had passed the test. A
couple of weeks later Friday’s pregnancy was
confirmed … we were getting a puppy for Christmas!
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SwissKiss Ichabod of Sleepy Hollow ‘Bodie’ was born on October 21st, 2015 - our 26th wedding anniversary!

On
November 7th, 2015, Gene and I met our new baby for the
first time and were so excited to finally hold him!

We made a couple more trips to Elizabethtown to visit with
Bodie before we finally brought him home a few days
before Christmas.

7 months and ~70 pounds later …
Bodie is a wonderful, sweet boy who keeps us busy. He
goes for walks in the park with his Dad every morning, and
I look forward to the daily report on how many people said
“what a beautiful dog” … you can never get tired of
hearing that!

Bodie with our youngest son, Zach, in December, 2015
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Bodie completed the AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy Program in April and has since completed two more classes, including
introduction to agility where he was the fearless, star puppy of the class! Bodie just loves being the center of
attention.

Katie would like to see her grandpuppy in the Conformation ring so
Bodie and I have been working on our handling moves. He’s doing great;
I on the other hand, have much to learn!

We’re excited to see where Bodie’s journey takes
us and to be part of the MAGS family. We’ve had
the pleasure of meeting a few members already and
look forward to making new connections in the future.
Thanks for letting me share our story!

Laurie Grace
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