
 
  

 

July 2015 

  
MAGS Participates in All About Dogs Day! 

Carol Gehret 
 

MAGS members participated in All About Dogs Day, held on June 20th.  The   

annual event is sponsored by the Berks County Kennel Club.   It was a great      

opportunity for us to showcase our breed to the public.  We constructed a booth for 

the event to display items of interest for our breed and provided educational       

literature.   Our booth also featured a “Pin the Tail on the Swissy” poster which 

was great fun for the children.   Tails were pinned in some very interesting places! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I believe educating and communicating with the public regarding our majestic 

breed is of utmost importance, because it is a direct reflection on us, whether we 

are owners, breeders, or just friends of the Greater Swiss Mtn. Dogs. I am always 

proud to represent our breed at these events.  This was the third year that MAGS 

participated in All About Dogs Day and I hope the Club will continue to           

participate in events like these.    

 

Thank you to all the MAGS members who participated in this event and a special 

thanks to Janie Hecker’s daughter, Jody, who donated her artistic talents to create 

the Pin the Tail on the Swissy poster. 
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MAGS Membership  
Renewal 

It’s time to renew your 

MAGS Membership!  Our 

calendar year runs from July 

1st through June 30th.      Re-

newal notices have been sent 

to all members and are due 

upon receipt.   You can pay 

via PayPal, Credit Card, or 

check.   If you have not re-

ceived your renewal invoice, 

contact Katie Markley. 

ktmarkley@comcast.net  
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July 2015 

MAGS Participates in All About Dogs Day! 
Janie Hecker 

The Mid-Atlantic Greater Swiss Mountain Dog 

Club was represented  at All About Dogs Day 

with a large booth where we offered information 

about our breed and sold dog cookies, poop bags, 

and offered “Pin the Tail on the Swissie” for the 

children where they won prizes.  Many folks 

stopped by to chat, pet the dogs, and ask questions 

about our Swissies.   There were 29 other breeds, 

and a variety of vendors who had booths set up at 

the event.  

 

 

There were opportunities to participate in agility 

and dog games and there were demonstrations on 

nosework and obedience.   

Although rain was predicted, we had some     

before and well after the event but were dry     

during  our scheduled time of 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m.    

We encourage all MAGS to participate in these 

events. It is a great time to socialize with other 

Swissie owners/lovers and also a way to share 

our love of the breed with others.  

 

The Lehigh Valley Kennel Club runs a similar event- Canine Learning Experience- each year on the third weekend 

in January at the Allentown Fairgrounds Expo Hall.  I never knew there were Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs until I 

attended that event in January, 2012 and now I can’t image my life without them! 
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July 2015 

From the President 
Doreen Holly 

 
 

It's been a rainy and humid start to the summer! We have a few events sched-

uled and more might come spontaneously, depending on the weather.  

I would love to do a Swissy beach day, but I need some suggestions from  

members. Anything is possible! It's your club. What do you want to do? What 

help do you need? Please email me with ideas. dholly8@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 

        
                     Action Items In This Newsletter 

 
                    2015/2016 Membership Dues are now due.  
 
                                 Specialty Show Trophy Sponsorships needed by July 12 
 
                                     Post Your Interest in a Christmas or Veteran’s Day Parade now 
 
                                 RSVP for Club Picnic/Meeting by August 1 
 
                                 Submit Information for September Newsletter by August 25 
        
                                       Save Our Library! ~ Submit a Book Review by August 25 
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July 2015 

My Best Friend 
Micah Sheppard 

Age 11 

For my whole life I’ve been asking for a dog and my parents have 

always said no.  About two years ago I finally convinced them to say 

yes.  So we started searching online and reading books to find the 

right breed.  We knew we wanted a big dog for our big family.  I am 

one of four children.  So we did a lot of research and talked to many 

breeders.  We loved everything we heard about Swiss Mt Dogs.  

When we saw our first Swissy, Jenna Starr’s Izzy, we fell in love and 

knew Swissy’s were for us. 

 

 

 

 

The next question was if we wanted a show Swissy or not.  I convinced 

my parents again to let me try dog showing.  I knew I wanted to work 

with our dog as much as possible.  After we applied for a puppy it was 

the longest time of my life waiting to get him.  My Swissy came from 

Suzanne Sparrow in Texas.  We met her in Virginia at a dog show to get 

our puppy.  I spent that weekend learning as much as I could about dog 

showing but I mostly hugged, kissed, squeezed, loved and held my To-

bler.  We named our puppy Tobler after Toblerone, the Swiss chocolate, 

because we live in Hershey, a chocolate town.   

 

 

After Tobler came home we took obedience classes and confirmation 

classes.  I’ve done many dog shows since.  I enjoy the dog shows but I 

do get nervous.  I’ve been asked to show other breeds by people in our 

classes but right now I really like   showing Tobler and other Swissy 

friends. 
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July 2015 

My Best Friend, continued 

  

 

 

I know Tobler has changed my life.  I love him so much.  Just recently I had major 

surgery on my leg.  I was off school several weeks.  I don’t think I would have made 

it without my best friend.  He gently laid with me and stayed with me every day.  

My whole family loves Tobler too.  We take him backpacking and to the creek and 

on walks.  He’s part of the family now.  I’m looking forward to continuing to show 

Tobler in the ring and to loving him forever.  I just have to convince my parents he 

needs a brother   
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July 2015 

Pack Hiking With Your Swissy 
Danyelle Sweeney 

 
Pack hikes are a lot of fun for you and your dog.  All you need is a pack for the dog and of course a leash and collar. 

 

  

I prefer a pack with a detachable harness.  If you  Google dog harness’s you’ll 

find a huge selection.  

 

Dogs and owners need to be fit enough to hike 8 to 10 miles and dogs will need 

to carry 20% of their body weight which can be consumed by the dog and    

handler over the course of the hike.  

 

 

Rules and regulations are available at the GSMDCA’s website at www.gsmdca.org. The hikes hosted by MAGS are 

open to everyone, so if you are not interested in earning legs for a title and just want to hike for fun (shorter distance 

perhaps) that’s okay too.  

 

Pack Hiking is a great way to meet new 

swissy people and enjoy the outdoors. Plus if 

you’re working towards a leg this will give 

you a reason to get out there and walk every-

day with your swissy! 

 

Upcoming hikes will be posted on the MAGS 

Google network with all the information 

about the hike and the      coordinator’s con-

tact information. You’ll  never know if you 

like pack hiking unless you give it a try.   I 

mean, how bad can it be;  you, your dog, nice 

scenic hike, and good      company. So grab 

your dog and start hiking! 

 

I hope to see you on the next Pack Hike!  
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July 2015 

Upcoming Events 
 

Club Fun Day, Picnic, Club Meeting, Elections, & Board Meeting 

Saturday, August 8th  

   
 

Address:  120 Ridgeview Rd. North, Elizabethtown, PA 

Festivities Begin:  Anytime after 1:00 p.m. 

Club Meeting & Elections:  3:00 p.m. 

Board Meeting:  Following Club Meeting 

Dinner Served:  5:00 p.m. 

Raffle Drawings:  Following Dinner 

 

 

The annual Club Picnic & Meeting will be held on Saturday, August 8th at Katie & Randy Markley’s house in               

Elizabethtown, PA.  This is always a very popular Club event with great food and drinks, raffle prizes, and great 

swimming and fun for Swissys and their owners.  We have two fenced in acres so dogs can be off leash to run, play, 

and swim. The festivities will begin anytime after 1:00 pm.  Dinner will be served at 5:00 p.m.     

 
This is an election year for MAGS and the elections for Club officers and Board members will take place at the 

Club     meeting to be held at 3:00 p.m.   If two or more people have been nominated for a position, a vote will take 

place at the meeting.  All MAGS members are eligible to vote, but you must be present to cast a vote.  Officers and 

Board members are elected for a two year term.    The Board meeting will be held following the Club meeting.  

 
Everyone is asked to bring an item to donate for our Raffle.  Any kind of Swissy or doggie item will be great.  

The Raffle will be held after dinner, at approximately 6 p.m.  There are always great items in the Raffle and lots of 

chances to win prizes!     

 
The picnic is funded by the MAGS Club and is free for all MAGS members.  If you wish to bring a guest, the cost is 

$15 per person which would  apply to any non-family members if you have a Family membership, or any guests if 

you have an Individual  membership.  

 
All dogs are welcome… Swissy or others… as long as they get along well with other dogs and are not in season.  

     

Please RSVP to Katie Markley by August 1st 

ktmarkley@comcast.net 
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July 2015 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

Christmas Parade! 

Saturday, December 5th or ??? 

Coatesville, PA  or ??? 

 
Katie Markley 

  
   
 

 

Several members have expressed interest in doing a parade with our Swissys so I’m trying to gauge the amount of 

interest among members to see if we have enough  people and dogs to participate.   

Randy and I have a long flatbed trailer that everyone could help decorate as a float for the parade.  Some people and 

their dogs could ride on the float while others could walk alongside with their dogs.   We would need to choose a 

theme and then have a “decorating party” prior to the parade. 

I’m suggesting the Coatesville Christmas Parade on December 5th, which begins at 10:00 a.m., but if you know of 

another daytime parade, a Christmas Parade or perhaps a Veterans Day Parade,  please post to the Google Groups 

network and then we can  decide on a specific event.  

I think we need a minimum of about 20 people and dogs to participate to make a good showing and make it worth-

while.    If you’re interested in participating, please post a message on the Google Network or send an email to:  

Katie Markley:  ktmarkley@comcast.net     
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July 2015 

Upcoming Events 
   

MAGS Specialty Show at Lehigh Valley Kennel Club 

Allentown, PA 

Saturday, December 12th    

 
MAGS will hold their first Specialty Show and Sweepstakes at the Lehigh Valley Kennel Club Dog Show on Satur-

day, December 12th.   Volunteers are needed to help with this important event.   If you’re willing to volunteer, 

please contact  Doreen Holly:  dholly8@verizon.net  

 

We also need trophy sponsors for the Sweepstakes and Specialty Show. A sponsorship list was sent out earlier this 

week and we’ve had a great response, but there are still many classes that need to be sponsored.  You can choose to 

sponsor a specific class or specify a dollar amount to be used where needed for any of the classes.   

 

The list of sponsorships is on the following page.   Please send an email to Katie Markley:  ktmarkley@comcast.net 

with your sponsorship.   An invoice for your donation will be sent out next month which you can pay by PayPal, 

credit card, or check.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has already made their sponsorship commitments! 
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July 2015 

MAGS Specialty Show 
 
 
Sweepstakes Trophy Sponsorships 
   

 

  

 

 

Sweepstakes   Sweepstakes 

Class $$ Sponsorship Names 

Puppy Classes:     

6-9  Month Puppy Dog 10 Sarah Trenholm & Bob Mezznotte 

9-12 Month Puppy Dog 10 The Sheppard Family 

12-15 Month Puppy Dog 10   

15-18 Month Puppy Dog 10 Jim Hauptly 

6-9 Month Puppy Bitch 10  

9-12 Month Puppy Bitch 10   

12-15 Month Puppy Bitch 10   

15-18 Month Puppy Bitch 10 Jim Haputly 

Best Puppy 20 David Moskowitz 

Best of Opposite Puppy 20 Gina and Frank Aurichio 

      

Veterans:     

7-9 Year Veteran Dog 10  Danyelle Sweeney 

9+ Year Veteran Dog 10  The Sheppard Family 

7-9 Veteran Bitch 10  Danyelle Sweeney 

9+ Veteran Bitch 10    

Best Veteran 20 Joe and Carol Neuman 

Best of Opposite Veteran 20 Joe and Carol Neuman 
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July 2015 

MAGS Specialty Show 
 
Specialty Show Trophy Sponsorships 

   
 

  

 

 

Specialty Show              Specialty Show 

Class $$ Sponsorship Names 

Best of Breed 30 
Peggy Kaza in memory of Ch 
Brie'sway Trommler (Drummer). 

Best of Winners 25 Diane Schmidt & Nina Comanto 

Best of Opposite 30 Joe & Carol Neuman 

Select Dog 25 Diane Schmidt & Nina Comanto 

Select Bitch 25 Jana Furst in memory of Wink 

Award of Merit 20  

Award of Merit 20   
    
Winners Dog 20 Joe and Carol Newman 

Reserve Winners Dog 15 Katie and Randy Markley 

Winners Bitch 20 Susan and Duane Ottolini. 

Reserve Winners Bitch 15 Katie & Randy Markley 

     
6-9 Month Puppy Dog 10   
9-12 Month Puppy Dog 10 The Sheppard Family 

12-18 Month Puppy Dog 10   
Bred By Dog 10 Joe and Carol Newman 

Am Bred Dog 10   
Amateur Handled Dog 10 Gina and Frank Aurichio 

Open Dog 10 Jim Hauptly 

      
6-9 Month Puppy Bitch 10 Sarah Trenholm & Bob Mezznotte 

9-12 Month Puppy Bitch 10   
12-18 Month Puppy Bitch 10   
Bred by Bitch 10 Susan and Duane Ottolini. 
Am Bred Bitch 10   
Amateur Handled Bitch 10 Sara Steele 

Open Bitch 10   
      
Veteran Dog 20  

Veteran Bitch 20  
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July 2015 

MAGS Brags! 

 
 

Introducing…. SKYE! 
  

 
 
 
We’re happy to introduce our new puppy, Skye  (Kismet’s 

Fire in the Sky).  Skye is a Cooper/Penzie puppy.   

We’re enjoying having a puppy in the house again and 

Skye  seems to have found his place in our pack.  Molly 

loves playing with him and is extremely tolerant of his 

puppy behaviors.  Friday plays with him, but only when 

she wants to and is not quite as forgiving of puppy bites.    

Oliver doesn’t pay much attention to him until the girls 

get too rough, then he steps in to protect Skye the little 

guy.    

Katie & Randy Markley 

 

  

, 

 

MAGS Brags is for you to highlight your dog’s achievements, no matter what they are!   Everyone with a 

Swissy has something to brag about and everyone would enjoy seeing your accomplishments and photos 

here.    Remember, anything your Swissy does that you’re proud of is a Brag.;  from ribbons in the show 

ring, to new tricks learned at home, to graduation from training classes, to overcoming a  behavior issue, 

to just being your best friend!    
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July 2015 

MAGS Brags!, continued 

 
Dewey Was A Busy Boy!  

 

Dewey was a busy boy this spring.   He completed his 

WPD (Working Pack Dog) title in April and his RN 

(Rally Novice) title in May. 

Danyelle Sweeney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Job Dewey! 
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July 2015 

MAGS Brags!, continued 
 

Caboo - A Ray of Sunshine! 
 

Caboo passed her therapy certification back 

in October of 2014 and is now a member of 

the Creature Comfort Pet Therapy group out 

of Morris Plains, NJ.   

As of the beginning of June, she has gone on 

32 visits and numerous special visits for 

friends and family!  Caboo has made the 

rounds at the hospital, rehab center, nursing 

homes, schools, libraries, the airport and 

special events.   

Caboo is my little ray of sunshine and there 

is nothing more rewarding than sharing    

Caboo’s ability to make me smile with 

someone else.  This picture is Caboo at  

United Airlines “United Paws” Spring Break  

promotion at Newark Liberty International 

Airport.  Nothing better than petting a dog 

when you are away from home missing your 

own! 

Denise Mitterando 

Congratulations Caboo &   
Denise… Keep Up the Good 

Work! 

 



 
15 

 

July 2015 

MAGS Brags!, continued 
 

News from the Hecker Household! 
                                                                                                                                     Janie & Wayne Hecker 

Introducing… Klara! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The big news at our house is our new addition, Klara.  On April 23rd, a baby girl joined Toby to become the second 

Swissie in our house. Her registered name is Kismet’s Blazing Fire on the Mountain Lady Klara.  Klara was born on 

February 19, 2015 to Kismet Kennel  Breeders of Merit, Carol and Joe Neuman from Birdsboro, PA. Joe and Carol 

are co-owners of this beautiful “Lady”. Her dam is GCH CH Land’s End Penzance of Kismet and her sire is GCH 

CH Trout Creek’s on Fire at Shadetree.   

Klara’s  first shows will be in the 4-6 month beginner puppy competition at the Twin Brooks Kennel Club Show in 

Morristown, New Jersey on July 12th and 13th.    
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July 2015 

MAGS Brags!, continued 
 

News from the Hecker Household! 
                                                                                                                                     Janie & Wayne Hecker 

 

New Grand Champion! 

On May 9, 2015,  Kismet Captain Avery’s Toby earned  his Grand Champion Title. This took place on the second 

day of the Chester Valley Kennel Club Show at   Ludwig’s Corner where he took BOB on both May 8th and 9th.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toby also took BOB at: 

   Greater Philadelphia Dog Fanciers Assoc. Show, Wrightstown, PA, May 29 

   Southern Maryland Kennel Club Show, Richmond, VA, June 26 and June 27 

           Tidewater Kennel Club, Richmond, VA, June 29  
  

Congratulations Toby!  
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July 2015 

K9 Library 

 

 

Rut-Row!   Our library section is empty 

this month.  Don’t we have any bookworms 

out there?  Hasn’t anyone been reading any 

good dog books to share?    Don’t you have 

an all-time favorite book about dogs? 

Please submit your book reviews for the next 

newsletter.  If no reviews are received, this 

section of the newsletter will be eliminated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The K9 Library section of the newsletter is for you to share any interesting dog books that you’ve come across.  

If you’re like me, you’re always trying to learn more about dogs and sometimes you may come across some  

really good books worth sharing with the membership. 
 
Please submit a short book review of any good books from your K9 Library to share with the membership! 
 
We’ll maintain a list of all recommended books on our website to provide a good resource for MAGS of worth-

while reading for MAGS members.  
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July 2015 

Members of the Month 

MAY Members of the Month 
Kyle & Kristen Auch & Bubby 

 
Kristen & I moved from Brooklyn to Philadelphia in October for new 

jobs.  We are in the process of buying our first home.  We also had our 

first child, Murphy this March.  Our Swissy, Bubby (Matterhorn's  

Burning Up Brooklyn) turned 3 years old in May and was recently certi-

fied as a TDI Therapy dog.  We are currently interested in volunteering 

at local old-folks homes here in Philly as well.  I am happy to get in-

volved in Club events, whether it be pack hikes, carting or herding clin-

ics.  I actually hope to build a cart this year myself, so any advice is ap-

preciated.   I haven't had time to write a formal article but here are a few 

pictures from this winter & spring.   

I did have a question.  Until recently we'd boarded Bubby at our Breeder on Long Island.  If any MAGS members 

are able to board dogs when we go on the occasional vacation, I'd love to get in touch with them.  We don't go 

away too often without her, so anything within an hour or so of Philly is doable.  I'd rather have her in a big space 

with good dogs/people than a kennel in the city. 

We look forward to  getting to know the MAGS group over the next few years! 

 

Each issue of the MAGS newsletter features two Members of the Month.   It’s a great way to get to know fellow 

MAGS Members.   Members of the Month are randomly chosen by the editor and those selected are notified at 

least a month in advance.  So when YOU are chosen as a Member of the Month, please respond with photos and 

information about yourself, your family, and your Swissy(s).   

Bubby and Murphy 
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July 2015 

Members of the Month, continued 

 

JUNE Members of the Month 
Gina & Frank Aurichio & Blaze 

 
When one door closes a great big world OPENS! 

Last May my gentle- GIANT "Georgie" (my then 8 year old, 185 lb, Harlequin Great Dane) left us.  Having to say 

good bye is never easy.  I have experienced this heartache throughout the years but this time was differ-

ent.  Georgie was adored by so many - he was truly one of my best friends. He also left behind his best friend, and 

littermate "Lulu."  It was difficult to watch Lulu struggle with the change - we all deal with loss differently; 

she slept for days, even weeks and she lost her usual zest and her energy.  I understood her pain.  

After countless discussions with my husband Frank, and time spent watching Lulu sleep, it was time to find our 

next family member. We were all ready!!!  

Frank asked, "Does our next dog have to be SO big?" To which I replied, "No, of course not!" (I answered honest-

ly.  Think about it, a Swissy wouldn't be THAT big, I mean breed standard for a male Swissy is max 135 - 140 

lbs... so in all fairness, next to a Great Dane-  a GSMD is definitely 'mid-size'!) 

Years ago I saw a Greater Swiss Mountain Dog while walking in the park.  They have always caught my attention 

at Westminster every year, I just liked their movement, their expression, and often you get to see a playful side 

which I really like.  Having always been a big fan of the working breeds, I just knew the GSMD was the breed for 

us.  While I continued to research breeders and rescues, Frank continued to research another breed, an Italian 

breed named the Lagatto.  I won't even try to spell the rest of the breed's name because despite my Italian heritage, 

I can't even pronounce the entire name.  Frank was obsessed with the Lagatto! I knew I didn't want an Italian truf-

fle-sniffing dog endlessly digging in the yard! Then one day I text Frank a photo of a Swissy puppy and the rest 

is history.  We all know Swissy pups are IRRESISTABLE! 

Living on a small private horse farm in Monmouth County, NJ, our property and backyard seemed like the perfect 

place to raise a GSMD pup.  Last October, after months of emails and photos, Cathy Cooper (Shadetree Greater 

Swiss Mtn. Dogs) accepted my application and I was on her waiting list! Cathy had bred CH Land's End That Girl 

at Shadetree to GCH Painted Mtn. Oliver Twist of Fate (Oliver is owned by MAGS very own Katie Markley). 

Cathy told me she was very excited about this liter and so were we.  Cathy told us that she would ultimately select 

the puppy for our family. At first I will admit, I was nervous.  I had never not been involved in the selection pro-

cess.  What would he look like? What type of personality would he have? Cathy had explained that most of the 

pups would be going to shows homes while I said I was looking for a great family companion.   
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July 2015 

Members of the Month, continued 

JUNE Members of the Month 

Gina & Frank Aurichio & Blaze 

 
The Journey Begins 

Then last September we received a photo of our very own Greater Swiss Mtn. 

Dog.  Frank and I will never forget that day.  We looked at the photo 

and knew he was meant to be ours. Having a beautiful head and large white 

blaze on his face it seemed fitting to call him "BLAZE." Well, and I own and 

ride horses and spend some of my spare time blazing trails through the 6,000 

acres directly across from our farm called the NJ Wildlife Management Ar-

ea..  

After a few days of researching the breeding and speaking to breeders and 

owners like Cathy and Katie, I started to wonder what it would be like to 

show my new puppy in the conformation ring.  Honestly. I started to wonder 

what kind of name I would come up with that would be fitting of a show 

dog. That in and of itself seemed like fun!  Coming back to live on our horse 

farm and wishing for a long, happy journey ahead we officially named him 

"Shadetree's Blaze Your Own Trail at Blue Moon Farm."  We thought it had 

a nice ring to it, and I have always been a firm believer in blazing my own trail in life.  

His beginnings 

I began looking into obedience classes and soon after started puppy kindergarten.  Quickly we realized that the in-

structor regularly commented "he's so well behaved" "so curious" and "he's so stable" referring to is temperament. I 

regularly sent emails to Cathy and Katie figuring they would both appreciate the updates- and they did!  

Everywhere we went people had questions about our beautiful new Swissy.  They would ask about the breed and 

had questions about what activities the breed excels in.  Carting. Weight-pulling. Rally. Obedience. I was learning 

how versatile and capable the breed is. And while I have come to learn that the shows don't have quite as many en-

tries for GSMD's as the Boxers or the Siberians, I have seen GSMD's do quite well in the conformation ring! That 

excites me and makes me want to be a part of it. 

 

After puppy kindergarten came Basic obedience, and then intermediate obedience.  Blaze was an exceptional stu-

dent. While he would play and bark outside of class, the minute he stepped into class he became a serious stu-

dent.  In April, on his 9 month birthday Blaze earned his Canine Good Citizen title. Frank and I were thrilled. 

Thrilled to have been given the opportunity to have this delightful and smart puppy in our lives and thrilled for the 

opportunity to give Blaze a happy, healthy start in life! 
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July 2015 

Members of the Month, continued 

JUNE Members of the Month 

Gina & Frank Aurichio & Blaze 

 
A Whole New SHOW World! 

By this time, we had also attended several "match" shows.  We 

saw this as an opportunity to socialize Blaze and spend time with 

him and see if showing was for him (and us). He enjoyed driving 

in the car and going to vendor booths to explore the treat assort-

ments. Frank bought him a soft, plush mat for his crate which he 

laid on at his very first show in Edison, NJ.  He never made a 

sound and when he would come in and out of the crate he would 

just wag his tail- like he does! And when Blaze entered the ring 

that day, he stood quietly for the judge (well, with his tail wag-

ging!) it seemed to Frank and me that he just might be a show 

dog after all.  

After some investigation I found a show handling class and 

jumped right in. Blaze and I love it! What's not to love?!! We 

spend time together, he gets to work, after all he is a working 

dog! When he does something right and I praise him, he does it 

again and again. Maybe he does it because it makes me happy, maybe he does it for the reward (I bring lots of his 

favorite treats...sweet potato and peanut butter!!)- but I honestly think he just enjoys working. And I am learning 

too.  Having never done anything like this before, I realize that it's a lot of work but it's also fun. Stacking, free 

stacking, down and back, the exam, I am learning so much from class and so thrilled to find a wonderful instructor 

(Gina Ryan) who always makes time for us, answers my questions and my texts, no matter what time morning or 

night. During class she says "Blaze is such a silly, happy puppy." But, she's also fair and honest when she says, 

"Just go out there and have fun, he's going to take time to mature, for it to all come together!"  

I have met a lot of people along the way.  Usually everyone has an opinion because so many have been in the sport 

for much longer than I can imagine. The people I have met have been kind and supportive. People including Katie 

Markley and Gina Ryan have been so generous with their time and supportive of my new adventures. And it's good 

to have these new friends that share the love for handling and dog shows.  Filling out my first AKC dog show appli-

cation was harder than taking an IQ test.  Class, Specialty, Owner-handled????  So many questions. Always some-

thing to learn.  I have already added Jim Rau Dog Shows to my speed dial list!   
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July 2015 

Members of the Month, continued 

JUNE Members of the Month 

Gina & Frank Aurichio & Blaze 

 

 

In the genes?  

Never did I ever imagine that I would be a dog handler. Growing up I recall my grandfather was a great dog trainer. 

He loved obedience and prided himself on how well behaved his dogs were.  They respected him. He trained dogs 

in the military around the time of World War II.  It just all came natural to him.  And then there was my uncle. 

He and my aunt showed and bred Great Danes.  I never knew that until I was older but perhaps that's where I got 

my fondness of that breed.  Maybe handling dogs isn't such a far stretch for me.  I know that every Wednesday 

evening, after a long day at the office, there's nothing I would rather do than grab my dog and get to handling class. 

My husband sits on the outside of the ring (I see how proud he is each time we trot around the ring!).  It's really a 

family affair, a team effort.   

Say Cheese! 

In April at the Bear, Delaware show, Blaze was terrific. Sure he's young and it will take time for him to mature, and 

there's room for improvement (stacking properly, free baiting, etc.) - but that's on my end!  The judge commented at 

that show, "He's going to do very well, he's a lovely puppy!" Music to my ears! Who doesn't like hearing those 

compliments and encouragement?!  We were invited to have our photo taken (Winners Dog...keep in mind we didn't 

really have competition that day but it didn't matter at all).  We both successfully made it around the ring and be-

fore, during and after class - Blaze wagged his tail, of course! And I remembered several tips Gina Ryan gave me 

during handling class that I implemented at the show so it's all coming together!  And when I stacked Blaze for the 

photo the photographer said "he's a natural." I would tell anyone who is considering showing or handling, go for it! 

If you love spending time with your dog, or if you are interested in breeding, you will learn so much by gaining first

-hand experience. And you will certainly meet a lot of people. 

In the few months I have been handling, I have had the pleasure and experience of handling Blaze in the Puppy 

Group ring as well as Owner-Handled - Working Group. Those experiences were a highlight since both were big 

groups and the energy and people around the ring made it feel a bit more special.  Interestingly Blaze showed very 

well in both of those circumstances which makes me further believe he's enjoying himself, and after all that is 

what's most important at this young age. 
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July 2015 

Members of the Month, continued 

JUNE Members of the Month 

Gina & Frank Aurichio & Blaze 

 

In May of this year I joined MAGS. Frank and I are excited to meet other Swissy owners and breeders, and to attend 

events. We're looking forward to meeting other MAGS members! Last month we participated in the pack hike in 

PA (with Doreen and other terrific MAGS members) - it was a great experience all around and was the first time we 

got to see multiple GSMD's interacting outside of the show environment. We were thrilled to see that they 

all had excellent temperaments (with three in tact males they all got along without issue!).  We are hoping to make 

it to Harrisburg and to attend the annual event at the Markley's.   

I'm looking forward to becoming more involved in MAGS and offering my support where it may be needed. Also, I 

welcome any opportunity to meet other owners and share my love for this incredible breed.  And while I don't know 

what the future holds for Blaze or me in the show ring, I know we'll continue to BLAZE OUR OWN TRAIL- to-

gether!!!!  On July 9th Blaze will turn 1 year. If I have learned anything it's that I was fortunate to have 

found experienced, trusted breeder(s) who bred a beautiful, healthy example of the breed AND took every step to 

ensure he would be placed in a safe and compatible environment.  

Warmest Regards, Gina Aurichio, Clarksburg, NJ  ginathehorsegirl@yahoo.com 

 

 

Lulu and Blaze  
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July 2015 

MAGS Membership Directory 
 

Dr. Christie Gisewhite seavaridge@gmail.com   717-363-4476 
Charles Gisewhite  1611 Big Ridge Road 
    Lewistown, PA  17064  
 
Andrea Haubrick  rollingh@gmail.com    717-899-7744 
Bob Haubrick   41 Aultz Lane 
    McVeytown, PA  17051 
 
Jim Hauptly   swisscateers@gmail.com   610-927-0914 
Eileen Hauptly  300 Preston Road 
    Wernersville, PA  19561  
 
Janie Hecker   jhecker@ptd.net    610-997-0914 
Wayne Hecker   whecker@ptd.net 
    1425 Colesville Road 
    Bethlehem, PA  18015 
 
Doreen Holly   dholly8@verizon.net    484-880-3146 
    120 Timacula Road 
    Coatesville, PA  19320 
 
Peggy Kaza   mgkaza@aol.com    585-657-4158 
    1890 Strong Road 
    Victor, NY  14564 
 
Michele Lachance  melac0799@verizon.net   717-917-3086 
    Recently moved to Colorado 
 
David Lavertu   lav@verizon.net    717-648-7206 
    63 Skyline Drive 
    Mechanicsburg, PA  17050 
 
Sandy Madden  sandymadden@msn.com   516-375-0751 
    86 Stanet Road 
    Moscow, PA  18444 
 
Katie Markley   ktmarkley@comcast.net   717-361-9171 
Randy Markley  rtmarkley@comcast.net  
    120 Ridgeview Road North 
    Elizabethtown, PA  17022 
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July 2015 

Meet Our Members! 
 
Gina Aurichio   ginathehorsegirl@yahoo.com   732-687-1611 
Frank Aurichio  faurichio@yahoo.com 
     6 Rising Sun Tavern Road 
    Clarksburg, NJ 08510 
 
Joci Beck   beckjoci@gmail.com    570-490-5553 
Justin Makar   jmakes10@gmail.com 
    715 Pardee St. 
    Easton, PA 18042 
 
Susan Bradley   zerotis@comcast.net    571-236-9240 
Owen Bradley   64 Sassafras Lane 
Christopher Bradley  Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
 
Laurie Carmody  lcarmody@aol.com    631-878-9106 
    328 Chapman Blvd 
    Menseville, NY 11949   
 
Eddie Celardo   emc1266@yahoo.com   908-707-8859 
    1035 Tysley Place 
    Raritan, NJ 08869 
 
Debra Chisca   dchisca@gmail.com    410--804-7300 
John Chisca   chisca@gmail.com 
Owen Chisca   6836 Lincoln Drive 
    Macungie, PA 18062 
   
Sarah Cooksey  sarah.cooksey@state.de.us   302-228-0992 
    29247 White Pine Lane 
    Milton, DE 19968 
 
Sharon Gardner  sharongardner@mac.com   516-428-4938 
Bud Gardner   44 Gallmeier Road 
    Frenchtown, NJ 08825 
 
Diana Gartz   dgartz1901@gmail.com   585-755-3031 
Eric Gartz   1901 Drake Road 
    Brockport, NY  14420 
 
Carol Gehret   cabro53@windstream.net   610-462-6027 
    203 Stone Avenue 
    Alburtis, PA  18011 
 
Todd Gerner   tgerner63@aol.com    610-926-5941 
Lori Gerner   221 Eveland Court 
    Leesport, PA  19533 
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July 2015 

Meet Our Members! 
 

Deborah Marko  ikemarko@aol.com    908-267-1854 
    20-A Pacific Drive 
    Winfield Park, NJ  07036 
 
Denise Mitterando  fotodoc@optonline.net   908-707-8859 
    1035 Tysley Place 
    Raritan, NJ  08869 
 
David Moskowitz  cfacpamba@gmail.com   302-300-4000 
    25 Read St, Unit 7 
    Dewey Beach, DE 19971 
 
Carol Neuman   caramia2@aol.com    610-582-5234 
Joe Neuman   kismetswissies@aol.com 
    Box 259, Rd #1 
    Birdsboro, PA  19508 
 
Kelly Nevin   kelly@prismgsmd.com   413-218-7085 
    9 Rand Hills Road 
    Amnest, MA  01002 
 
Michele O’Brien  waterbug2002@msn.com   610-775-9801 
Dave O’Brien   150 Slim Lane 
    Mohnton, PA  19540   
 
Susan Ottolini   susanotolini@gmail.com   610-462-3518 
    278 Kemp Road 
    Barto, PA  19504 
 
Mary Jo Rasmussen  mjrasmus@gmail.com   734-845-1197 
Jim Rasmussen  Rasmussen.jr@gmail.com 
    3152 Holmes Run Road 
    Falls Church, VA  22042 
 
Donna Rollins   bosco.rollins@gmail.com   612-741-6644 
Greg Rollins   1172 Magestic Woods Drive 
    Grand Island, NY  14072 
 
David Rose   drdrzr@comcast.net    856-223-0457 
    61 Woodstown Road 
    Mullica Hill, NJ  08062 
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July 2015 

Meet Our Members! 
 
Kathy Scharfstein  kbidelman@msn.com    908-788-7516 
Kevin Scharfstein  78 Cherryville Hollow Road 
    Flemington, NJ  08822 
 
Diane Schmidt   kiane25@aol.com    732-972-1876 
Nina Comanto   29 Tamarack Drive 
    Manalapan, NJ  07726 
 
Jaime Scott   scootie1282@yahoo.com    
Brian Ullom   swissmtndog398@gmail.com 
    22 Greening Life Lane 
    Sherman Dale, PA  17090 
 
Michelle Sheppard  mzsheppard@aol.com    717-533-6113 
Ben Sheppard   243 Clark Road  
Addi Sheppard  Hershey, PA  17033 
Jon Sheppard 
Luke Sheppard 
Micah Sheppard 
 
Samara Show   samarahshow@gmail.com   609-417-2340 
Craig Primm   22 Tracey Terrace 
    Cherry Hill, NJ  08003 
 
Jenna Starr   jennastarr@hotmail.com   443-878-3833 
    3611 S. Mountain Road 
    Knoxville, MD  21758 
 
Sara Steele   steeless@earthlink.net   908-876-9098 
    101 Naughright Road 
    Long Valley, NJ  07853 
 
Danyelle Sweeney  userboo9845@aol.com   610-285-6426      
Lauren Sweeney  3894 Crestview Court 
    New Tripoli, PA  18066 
 
Jaime Taylor   Jaime_rottie@yahoo.com   724-244-4385 
Randy Taylor   232 Stewart St. 
    Saltsburg, PA  15681 
 
Sarah Trenholm  trenhold@ithac.edu    607-533-4848 
Bob Meznotte   14 Milliken Road 
    Lansing, NY  14882 
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July 2015 

     MAGS Breeder Directory 
 
        Looking for a puppy?  The following MAGS members are breeders.  
 
  
 
 Cabro Swissies     www.mycabroswissies.com 
    Carol Gehret 
     cabro53@windstream.net    
    Alburtis, PA  18011 
 
 Dahlgren Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs   www. dahlgrenswissys.com 
    Jenna Starr    
    jennastarr@hotmail.com    
    Knoxville, MD  21758 
 
 Double Q Swissies     www.doubleqswissies.com 
    Mary Jo & Jim Rasmussen 
     mjrasmus@gmail.com     
    Falls Church, VA  22042 
     
 Kismet Swissies     www.kismetswissies.com 
     Carol & Joe Neuman          
    kismetswissies@aol.com 
    Birdsboro, PA  19508 
       
      
 Majestic Woods Swissies    www.majesticwoodsswissies.com 
    Donna & Greg Rollins 
    bosco.rollins@gmail.com      
    Grand Island, NY  14072 
 
 Matterhorn Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs  www.matterhorngsmd.com 
    Laurie Carmody 
    lcarmody@aol.com 
    Menseville, NY 
 Seavaridge       www.seavaridge.com 
    Dr. Christie Guisewhite  
    seavaridge@gmail.com    
     Lewistown, PA  17064  
     
 SwissKiss Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs  www.swisskissgreaterswiss.com 
    Katie & Randy Markley 
    Katie@swisskissgreaterswiss.com   
    Elizabethtown, PA  17022 
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Looking for a puppy?   Check with the following breeders who are MAGS Members.  
Breeders are a  valuable resource for our Club!  We hope a MAGS Membership Application goes home with 
each new puppy!  
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July 2015 

Our NEXT Newsletter!                 Katie Markley 
 
The next MAGS newsletter will be published during the first week of September, 2015.   Please submit all infor-
mation for the September newsletter to Katie Markley by August 25th:  ktmarkley@comcast.net   
 
  
 
Newsletter Distribution 
 
Some members have elected not to receive messages sent over the MAGS Google network.  The newsletter is sent 
directly to individual email addresses so even members who don’t want to see every post on the network can keep 
up to date on Club activities. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 


