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Mary Margaret Soderquist 

and Eric Bauer and their 

Swissy Fulton 

 

Tara and Bobby Lloyd     

and their                         

Swissy Yeti 

Gone for now … But never forgotten 

Oliver 

Cherished Snuggly Duckling 
Has James Oliver                           

September 21, 2016 - November 23, 2018              

Until we are together again ...       

Smile,                                   

Open Your Heart,            

Love,                             

and Go On  

This edition is 

dedicated to 

Tonia Adams & 

her beloved       

Oliver who       

recently crossed 

the  rainbow 

bridge due to  

complications 

from epilepsy. 
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Best Wishes for 2019 

 

In just a few more days, another year will come to an end. So I was thinking  today about the march of 

time. We had a wired mouse for our main computer that was not functioning properly so I purchased a 

wireless mouse to replace it. I chuckled to myself that as a child, I did not foresee a time when I would 

go to the store to buy a “mouse”.  Of course, I never envisioned personal computers either.  Let me tell 

you, because I know firsthand that computers are a massive improvement over the typewriter.  I remem-

ber being thrilled when they made erasable typing paper and even happier when I purchased a typewrit-

ers that processed a few lines before you printed them to paper. I could never sit at a typewriter and 

compose a story let alone a term paper.  It was pen to paper and then type the whole thing. 

 Until I was in my 40’s, the only telephone was connected by wires in the house. We had only one 

phone when I was a child. As an adult, the number of phones in our home multiplied. Now, we are back 

to one phone but it goes wherever you go, virtually anywhere in the world.  Let’s not even mention that it 

is a miniature computer.  When I was a teenager, I loved watching the original Star Trek and over time, 

many of the futuristic ideas became part of my life.. 

When my family moved to a new home in 1961, my older brother purchased a pure bred German Shep-

herd. Caesar was a beautiful, intelligent dog with a wonderful temperament but my dad would not let the 

dog come into the house. He had to stay in the garage or basement.  He perceived the dog as livestock, 

not a family pet. Over time there has been a real change in our culture regarding pets. Very few would 

think of treating a cherished dog like that today. Toby, Klara and T.J. pretty much have the run of the 

house. They are definitely family members.  

One thing that does not change is the mix of joys and challenges that is everyday life.  We knew the joy 

of the birth of my first grandchild, a baby boy, named Colton, who came into the world last January.  A 

breeding of our Toby and Klara resulted in the July birth of 14 puppies with 13 of them healthy and run-

ning around today.  Of course, we kept one, a boy who is named T.J. (Toby Jr.). Lots of joy comes with 

a puppy in the house. However, the last four months have been filled with challenges. The dishwasher 

quit in September, which did not upset me because it gave many years of good service.  But when the 

clothes washer quit in early December, I was very upset because it was not even four years old and it 

was top of the line.  Maybe all the laundry from the puppies did it in. Last week our heating system went 

down and parts needed to be replaced.  We took care of those three issues so hopefully we are starting 

the new year in good shape. 

 I was always told that as you get older you gained wisdom.  I believe that wisdom is not information that 

you gather as the years go by but the experiences you accumulate. Let me take this opportunity to wish 

all my fellow Swissie lovers a happy new year!   2019 is on the doorstep, and whether you had a great 

2018 and hate to see it end or 2018 was a dud and you are glad to see it go, we all enter the New Year 

with hope.  That is the lure of this new beginning.  The slate is clean.  We have a new chance to make 

our dreams become a reality.  

Best wishes to each of you, and all members of your human and animal family. 

Janie Hecker 



 

 

The DeWitt Family 

Dr. Barry DeWitt and his family live in Pottstown, PA. with their 4-
year-old daughter, Harper, and their 2-year-old son, Barry III (Trey). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Barry works for the Pennsylvania 

State Education Association.                 

Ashley practices as a speech-

language pathologist in both            

educational and acute care       

settings, with her treatment         

focused largely on early interven-

tion and school-age pediatrics.  

Ashely is currently a doctoral   

candidate at Neumann University 

just outside of Philadelphia.  



 

 

 The DeWitt Family 

 

 

When Barry and Ashley bought their 
home together in 2007, 

one of the first things they did as a couple was get a     

puppy.  They were attracted to large breeds, and ended up 

with a beautiful and loving Saint Bernard named Hans.   

Hans was part of their family for nearly ten years; in fact he 

was there to welcome Harper home from the hospital in 

2014.  Harper spent her first two years snuggling with Hans 

and using him as a giant pillow.  Sadly, Hans passed away 

just before Thanksgiving in 2016.  He is missed                 

everyday—except for all the drooling.    

After nearly a year of mourning,  

Barry and Ashley decided to search for their next canine companion.  While they loved the Saint 

Bernard breed, they sat down and made a list of the traits they admired about the Saints and the 

traits they would rather live without.  After spending about eight months looking at every large breed 

imaginable, they landed on the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog.  Truth be told, it happened quite by 

accident.  While driving home one evening from a Giant Schnauzer breeder, they felt like they were 

running out of breeds to explore.  No breed “clicked” for them.  They had the opportunity to look at 

nearly a dozen beautiful and amazing breeds, but none of them felt like it was the right fit.  Barry 

was driving, and Ashley was doing what all academics do: researching things on Google.  After   

quietly reading a few articles, she turned to Barry and said, “How about a Greater Swiss Mountain 

Dog?”  Barry bluntly replied, “Never heard of that breed.”  The rest, as they say, is history. 

Twinpeaks 

Zurich 

Daphne 

DeWitt 



 

 

 The DeWitt Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15-month-old Twinpeaks Zurich Daphne DeWitt, 

recently finished her Champion title at the Ludwig’s Corner show late this summer.  Daphne was 

sired by GCHS CH Gideon Des Joyeuses Gambades; the dam is Twinpeaks Touching the Clouds.  

She was bred by Erin Mcwilliams and Kim Rasmussen-Scholter, and was whelped by Chris 

Gisewhite in Lewistown, PA.  Daphne has been beautifully handled in the ring by Jaime Scott.    

Now rather than Harper having a 
pillow …  

 

 

 

 

                                                               
Harper has become the pillow.  
But she does not mind! 



 

 

 The DeWitt Family 

 

 

Daphne is not the only canine in the 
DeWitt household. 

About eight years ago Ashley (much to the initial dismay of 

Scrooge Barry) came home with a rescue from the humane 

society.  Coco is some variant of a Pomeranian and came 

out of a horrible neglect situation.  When Coco arrived home 

she casts on both of her front limbs and both of her eyes had 

been badly scratched.  After a month of TLC she settled in 

and has become a staple in the DeWitt family. 

 

The DeWitt love of animals does not end with canines.   

Barry is an avid equestrian and while his hectic work schedule no longer allows him to ride as     

frequently as he would like, Barry and Ashley have had the opportunity to import several hunter/

jumper horses into the United States.  Harper has also taken to the horses.  She enjoys riding     

ponies and much like her father, she enjoys being competitive in the show ring. 



 

 

 The DeWitt Family 

 

 

Barry and Ashley also enjoys volunteering for various causes and 
campaigns in order to help champion progressive policies. 

Ashley spent the summer and fall this year campaigning for Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf.  The 

appropriate funding of public education and the expansion of early intervention academic programs 

in Pennsylvania are two of her primary humanitarian endeavors.  Likewise, the creation of sustaina-

ble energy sources and the national and international crisis of income inequality are issues          

important to Barry.  Helping to organize employees to fortify workers’ collective bargaining strength 

is something that the DeWitt family is passionate about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barry and Ashley are proud and honored to be part of the                
Mid-Atlantic Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club. 

Through this group they have had the chance to meet and learn from many great people.  They 

look forward to meeting more life-long friends, and are excited for the opportunity to do their part to 

help support the Greater Swiss breed. 

 

 



 

 

 

The 4th Annual Star of Bethlehem MAGS Specialty was held on Saturday, December 15th                            

in conjunction with the Lehigh Valley Kennel Club show in Allentown, PA.                                                     

There were nearly 50 Swissys present from the mid-Atlantic region.                                                              

Congratulations to all the winners! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIOR EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIOR EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 



 

 

Lincoln 

Photo Contest Winner 
Congratulations to newer MAGS member Lincoln owned by Lindsey Robel                          

and Rob Kudenchak for winning the 2018 Drexel Alumni Association’s ‘Dog Days of 
Summer‘ photo contest.  The contest was open to all Drexel University Alumni pets and 

included dogs, cats and birds.  Lincoln received a Drexel University dog tag                             
for him to wear proudly for his big win. 

 



 

 

Rollingh's Pilgrim's Salute to Alpha Lonzie 

New Champion Coming Soon! 

Lonzi and I finished the year with 10 points, including one major, in our quest for his championship.    
Now I realize that most of you have already experienced this accomplishment, and not just once,            
but many times over!  This is the first dog I have ever shown so every nod we get from a judge                            

is like winning Westminster—we’re having fun!   

I have to take a moment to thank a few people.  First, my husband Bob for his support—                       
while he's on the road for work I get to stay home and take care of all the animals.                                 

Next, Chris Gisewhite, Janie Hecker, and Carol Gehret for setting up the breeding of Gertie and Toby. 
Then Brian, Jaime, and other professional handlers who have given me ring side help, or pointed                      

me in the right direction—I appreciate all your help.                                                                                                 

We are looking forward to 2019 and hopefully getting Lonzi finished.  

We trust you all had a Merry Christmas and wish you all a very Happy, healthy, New Year! 

Andrea and Bob Haubrick 

 

 



 

 

Kismet’s Pisces Lady by Avery’s Son Bore Toby JR 

AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy 
 

Janie & Wayne Hecker’s T.J. successfully completed Puppy Kindergarten and passed 
his AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy evaluation on November 8th administered by the                                       

Allentown Dog Training Club.                                                                                             

 

 



 

 

GCH Kismet’s Blazing Fire On The Mountain Lady Klara 

GSMDCA Owner-Handled Recognition  

Janie Hecker and Klara were recognized at the 2018 Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 

of America National Specialty show for being owner-handled while achieving                                    

Klara’s Grand Champion title. 



 

 

GCH Kismet’s Blazing Fire On The Mountain Lady Klara 

Select Bitch and Best of Opposite  

Klara was awarded Select Bitch at the November 15th Penn Treaty Kennel Club show, 

and also at the Kennel Club of Philadelphia show (The National Dog Show),  on          

Saturday, November 17th.  She also went Best of Opposite at the Greater Philadelphia 

Dog Fanciers Association on Friday, November 16th.   Her brother, Skye, went Best of 

Breed and appeared on the National Dog Show on Thanksgiving Day. 

 



 

 

Silver GCH CH                                                    

Gideon Des Joyeuses Gambades CGC  

BEST in Veteran Sweepstakes 

Gideon may have been the only Veteran at the MAGS Specialty, but he was the BEST! 

Kelly Diehl did a wonderful job showing this young man of 7 years old!                                 

Happy as beautiful! 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Caboo, Gideon and friend Maggie visited ‘Dog Daze on Main’ for a little fun time!    

Zander was head-over-heels in love with Caboo!! 

I think I 

love you  



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Ask Caboo what happens when you are naughty! 



 

 

Mr. Gideon was so excited to participated in #unitedpaws at Liberty Newark 
Airport for 2 days to destress the passengers with our pet therapy group  

Creature Comfort Pet Therapy.  This was his first time and he was wonder-
ful.  Nothing like walking through an airport with a BIG dog, going through   

security and just being loved upon by everyone that misses their dogs. 

 



 

 

Paws on the Parkway  
A bunch of MAGS members participated in the Paws in the Parkway hosted by Run Lehigh 

Valley and Lights on the Parkway.  It was a sold out event where walkers and runners 
strolled or sprinted a little over 2 miles through the beautiful lights display.  Everyone was 
in the holiday spirit with their Christmas lights, Santa picture and a Paws in the Parkway 

bandana!   Not pictured—Lloyd family & Yeti, Karen Gross & Truffle, Jeff Bonner 

 



 

 

Ugly Sweater Party 
It was the weekend before Christmas, but it was a fun time!  While Caboo and Gideon were 
the "house" dogs providing love the rest of the crew came dressed in their ugly sweaters   

or costumes and played a gift exchange game.  The "Ho Ho Ho Santa" was the                       
signature drink and their were cookies galore for the cookie exchange!! 



 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 



 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 



 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 


