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David Bretz shares a story of a potential hazard that all of us who walk our 

dogs in public parks and even our own neighborhoods need to be aware of.  

Dear MAGS members, 

My name is David Bretz and my wife Lisa and I have shared the last 15 

years of our lives with Swissys.  While we are relatively new members to 

MAGS many of you may know of us from the sad story surrounding our 

township park and the loss of two of our Swissys.  Our story was first       

featured locally on WFMZ 69 in the Lehigh Valley; on CBS 3 in Philadelphia; 

published in the Bucks County Herald; on the front page of the Bucks County 

Intelligencer; and, carried nationally from Miami to Seattle. 

Lisa and I live in Springfield Township in upper Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 

and back in 2015 our township created Peppermint Park, the first park in our 

township.  Living only a quarter mile from the park I was elated to know I 

would no longer have to walk my dogs on the township roads, especially 

since we live in a rural township with no sidewalks or streetlights.                

Peppermint Park is a 40 acre open field with a small macadam loop trail and 

mowed nature trails that run the perimeter of the field.  The Township        

created this park with a dual use policy whereby a local farmer leased the 

park lands from the township to farm hay.  This was the Township’s way of 

not having to incur maintenance costs for the park.  As part of the hay lease 

agreement the Township permitted the farmer to use herbicides—2,4-D and 

Dicamba.  This was done so that the farmer could sell his hay as horse feed 

for a higher price.  Yes, both the Township and the farmer were profiting on 

land paid for with taxpayer's money at the expense of the residents and their 

dog’s health. 

(continued on next page) 

Have you renewed your membership?  Dues are due July 1st!  

David Bretz &       
Lisa Berman         

live in Coopersburg, 
PA with their two 

Swissies—          
Zeppelin & Lucy  

Dimitry Belokopty & 
Taylor Martin        

live in West Chester, 
PA with their    

Swissy Bennett 

Keith & Suzanne   
Davis live in        

Hatboro, PA with 
their Swissy Oscar 



 

 Resident Blames Bucks County Park                                     
for the Death of his Dogs (continued)    

When the park first opened in 2015 ... 
there were no warnings or closures regarding the spraying of herbicides at the park.  After a few incidents of sloppy farming 

practices, including covering my entire neighborhood in herbicide clouds, my residents and I began to express concern.  A 

year later in 2016 the Township agreed to post one 12” x 12” warning placard for the entire 40 acre park and close the park 

for 3 days following a spraying.  They also required the farmer to give 2 weeks notice prior to applying the herbicide—this 

was a minimal effort at best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I became more aware of what was going on at this park … 
my suspicions grew.  I initially thought I was getting a safe, bucolic park for recreation then I read the website referenced on 

the warning placard.  The website, http://npic.orst.edu/facsheets/24Dgen.html., is maintained by the National Pesticide     

Information Center and makes the following key points about 2,4-D: 

• Agent Orange, a now banned herbicide made famous during the Vietnam War contained 2,4-D 

• Pets may be exposed to 2,4-D if they touch or eat grass that has been sprayed with it 

• Dogs may be more sensitive to 2,4-D than other animals 

• Some studies suggest that there may be links between non-Hodgkin lymphoma and exposure to 2,4-D 

• Some forms of 2,4-D have a half-life of up to 186 days 

 

Upon reading this coupled with my experiences at the park my concerns grew for not only me but for my 3 Swissys—

Dimples, Prudence and Zeppelin, knowing that I had walked that park with them almost daily. 

 

Zeppelin                  Prudence                Dimples 

      Toxic cloud at Peppermint Park while the              
park was open to the public! 



 

 Resident Blames Bucks County Park                                     
for the Death of his Dogs (continued)    

Even though by 2017, the park’s second year of existence, ... 
I learned to avoid the ‘spraying seasons’ my worst fears became a reality when a few days before this past Christmas my 

middle dog, Prudence, an otherwise healthy Swissy was diagnosed with lymphoma.  Irate and angered, I went before the 

Township Board of Supervisors in January and read a 4 page open comment letter indicating my experiences at the park, 

and found it highly suspicious that Prudence, a young and healthy dog, developed lymphoma and asked them to please end 

the farming.  That evening the Township’s Board of Supervisor blew me off and did not even include me in their meeting 

minutes under Public Comment, which is a violation of the State’s Sunshine Law.   

Prudence passed 3 days later on January 26, 2018 having lived only 
half her life expectancy.  Sadly, our loss did not end there ... 
when just 30 days later we lost our second Swissy girl, Dimples, to lymphoma.  She died February 24, 2018 at the grand age 
of 10 years old and was an otherwise healthy dog, especially considering her age.  Losing one dog is devastating, but losing 
2 dogs within 30 days makes you numb.   

Fortunately, a reporter was present when I spoke before the Board ... 
in January and published my story in the local Bucks County Herald, 
entitled ‘Springfield Resident Urges Farming Bank in Park’.  In the 

weeks following the deaths of Prudence and Dimples we sat angered, 
frustrated and concerned for Zeppelin, our 4 year old Swissy boy.  

Then on a Sunday afternoon in March the floodgates opened as I   
received a call from a neighbor who lives across the street from      
Peppermint Park.  She called to tell me she read the news article and 

that she too recently lost 2 dogs to lymphoma.  Within a week the 
deaths of 8 dogs became known, all dying of cancer within the last 4 
months.  The only common link between us was the park.  We began 

meeting as a community group on weekends and prepared ourselves 
to go before the Board of Supervisors again in April to plead with them 
again to stop the farming at Peppermint Park.  By this time the death 

count rose to 12 dogs, all dead from cancer within 4 months of each other.  Again, the common link being Peppermint Park.  
This time, in front of news cameras and reporters, the Board finally made the right decision and banned farming at the park.  
Even this was handled suspiciously by the Township as they paid the farmer $24,000 of tax payer money to end the lease 

agreement. 

 

 

 

 

The disturbing aspect of this story is the fact that opposition to farming 
at Peppermint Park was not a new story. 
It had been regularly contested since the park’s inception by not only numerous township residents, but also the Township’s 
own Park and Recreation Board and their own Environmental Advisory Council (EAC).  The EAC had gone as far as        
submitting a 4 page opinion on the use of herbicides in a public setting, and even made the statement on the Township’s 

website that “the use of herbicides in a public setting is inappropriate”.  Complaints even included the farmer spraying     
without any notification to the Township.  In 2017, despite pleas and the farmer breaking the new rules the Board of            
Supervisors agreed to, the hay lease agreement was extended through 2020 continuing to allow the use of herbicides in the 

park. 



 

 Resident Blames Bucks County Park                                     
for the Death of his Dogs (continued)    

I want all dog owners to be aware and cognizant of their local parks 
and neighborhood grass. 
The problem is that exposure to herbicides like 2,4-D, Dicamba and Glyphosate are associated with cancer, particularly  

lymphoma.  The bigger concern is that they are commonly found in your typical weed and feed lawn care products that are 

regularly used in our communities, whether it’s a municipal park or your neighbor’s lawn.  An underlying issue with educating 

the public on the dangers is that the majority of the safety data sheets on these herbicides are produced by the manufactur-

ers of these products including Dow Agro Sciences, Monsanto and Bayer.  These manufacturers indicate that these        

herbicides are safe and quickly dissipate from the environment within days—this couldn’t be further from the truth.     

The more common forms of 2,4-D and Dicamba have a half-life of 
about 10-14 days, ... 
which means it takes 10-14 days to dissipate half of the amount of chemical sprayed.  Keep in mind this park had no       

closures well into the park’s second year of existence.  Some forms of 2,4-D have a half-life of up to 186 days.  To put this in     

perspective, it would take 6 months to dissipate half of the herbicide in the ground.  Unfortunately, I have strong evidence 

that this farmer did use this form of 2,4-D regularly.  Research on 2,4-D and other dangerous herbicides paint a different 

picture when reading independent medical studies and safety data sheets prepared in other countries.  Medical research 

includes a 6 year study at Tufts University of Veterinary Medicine that showed exposure to lawn herbicides raised the risk of 

canine malignant lymphoma by as much as 70%.  This risk was pronounced in dogs over 50 lbs. and living in homes where 

herbicides/pesticides were regularly used.  2,4-D is currently banned in some European and Scandinavian countries, as well 

as, the provinces of Ontario and Quebec in Canada while Glyphosate is banned even more widely throughout Europe, South 

America and Canada.  But why not the United States?  We need to remember that Dow Chemical is one of the largest and 

deepest-pocketed lobbyists in Washington, DC.        

Remember to play it safe with your pets. 
Be wary of public parks and ask your township if they spray their athletic fields and walking paths.  Even then, do your own 

research as your township may not be truly honest as they don’t want to draw attention to it, just as Springfield Township 

tried to do.  Lush green lawns are usually chemical lawns.  Let’s be honest, as dog owners we all have those bald patches of 

grass from our dogs and we tend to not have the best lawn in the neighborhood.  Try to avoid lawns, athletic fields, golf 

courses and right-of-ways that you may not even think were treated with herbicides/pesticides.  If you think you’ve been  

exposed, wash yourself and your dog off immediately. I never want another pet owner to experience what we went through.  

Our Swissys have a short enough life span naturally and we do not need to have their lives shortened anymore.  Be aware 

and be active as these chemicals are unfortunately all too common in our environment and most importantly love your dogs 

by looking out for their welfare. 

For more information check out the following websites: 

https://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2012/07/11/lawn-pesticides-on-canine-lymphoma.aspx 
 
http://wearethecure.org/learn-more-about-canince-cancer/canine-cancer-library/lymphoma/ 
 

 

David Bretz 

https://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2012/07/11/lawn-pesticides-on-canine-lymphoma.aspx
http://wearethecure.org/learn-more-about-canince-cancer/canine-cancer-library/lymphoma/


 

 

My first encounter with a Greater Swiss Mountain Dog ... 
was at a horse show in Greenwich, CT in 1995.  He jumped out of his car and I was struck!  Hoping he wasn’t a shaved 

Bernese I approached the family to investigate.  We spent a long time talking about the breed, and by the end of the      

conversation I knew what my next dog would be!   

Four years later after our Wheaton passed 
I began the search for our next pup. 
I tried Shadetree and SeaVaRidge kennels, but both had long waiting lists.  I 

tried Balihara Ranch (now kennel), but got cold feet about importing a pup.  

Finally, I came upon Paulette Spearing’s Polyanna Kennel.  She had one 

male left, but another family beat me to him.  Then while on vacation at the 

Jersey Shore we received the call that the other family had backed out and 

inquired if were we still interested—WOW!!!   Later that week I set out for 

Pittsburgh, and the love affair began—Polyanna’s Maximillian came into our 

lives in August, 1999.    

Max was the best dog ever! 
He turned heads wherever we went and had a gold standard temperament.  

He was easily trained and a great family dog although he rarely left my side!  

The first 1 & 1/2 years of Max’s life was relatively healthy, but then it began—

by the age of two he had two petit mal seizures.  Thankfully the seizures 

stopped, but what followed were weird ’neurologic episodes’.  Any test you could think of we did, but to no avail—we never 

got a diagnosis.  The last two year’s of Max’s life consisted of weekly visits to the vet and a combination of Eastern and 

Western medicine.  Miraculously he lived a good, long life passing just one month shy of his 10th birthday.  Max had a good 

life, but enriched ours so much more!      

The thought of being without a Swissy was 
unbearable so the search began again! 
I first tried Laurie Carmody, Matterhorn GSMD with no luck, but she put me in 

touch with Bonnie Huett, Trout Creek’s GSMD who had two litters on the 

ground.  I called right away and had a long conversation that, unbeknownst 

to me was an interview!  We passed the test and in December 2009, I made 

plans to fly to Washington state with sherpa bag in tow, but about a week 

before I was scheduled to leave Bonnie called—the pick dog from one of the 

litters who was supposed to go to Russia was available because the family 

decided to wait for a different pedigree.  Bonnie said the puppy had lovely 

conformation and beautiful markings, and she wanted him to go to a show 

home.  AHHHHH!!!  The only thing I knew about dog shows I learned from 

my favorite movie ’Best in Show’!  After some gentle convincing that it would 

be fun, and we could find someone to show him ringside I said “yes”!  In  

retrospect it wasn’t always fun, but the times we won it was so I kept going 

back for more. 

The Gardner Family 

Max 

Ted 



 

 

Trout Creek’s Top Hat ‘N Tails earned his championship in May 2013. 
Then came his Canine Good Citzenship (CGC) and Novice Working Pack Dog (NWPD)   

titles.  But before that came my introduction to Carol Gehret in October 2012 at the        

Chesapeake & Potomac (C&P) specialty show.  Carol was very interested in Ted and his 

pedigree, and asked if she could use Ted as a stud dog.  I couldn’t believe we were going to 

have puppies!  Much to my disappointment Carol’s ‘Joy’ came into heat so fast and we were 

away when the call came.  However, the following summer Carol called again—Cabro’s Nice 

‘N Easy litter made its entry on August 5, 2013.  I was fortunate to help Carol whelp the litter, 

and I knew there was no way one of those pups wasn’t coming home with me—Maggie 

joined our family in October! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was obvious from a young age that Maggie was smart and slightly 
more serious than Ted. 
She was easily trained and formed a strong bond with my youngest daughter, Annie, who refers to Maggie as ‘Princess’.  

After doing Maggie’s health clearances I started to think about beginning a breeding program—another new adventure!       

I had to decide what my priorities would be—health, temperament, conformation and markings.  I began looking for a stud 

dog that had all of these qualities; would compliment Maggie; and, was owned by someone that I could easily work with—

my search began again!  I made notes on boys I saw at shows, researched their pedigrees and health clearances.  I tried to 

meet as many stud dog owners as I could.  At our club’s specialty show in December 2015 I met Kim Woolard, Cherished 

GSMD.  Shortly into our conversation, I felt that I had found my stud dog co-owner, and after discussing the dogs she had 

available I decided on her Zuko.  With the all the work I put into finding the right dog, it bothered me that I hadn ’t met Zuko 

and his family.  So in the spring Annie and I took a road trip to Ohio.  We spent a delightful afternoon with Zuko and his 

family and then onto Kim’s!  We left Kim’s the next day with a puppy to be delivered to his new family—fellow MAGS    

members, Stephanie and Michael Yellin. 

The Gardner Family 

Since Maggie    
was our first female 
it was fun learning 

the differences    
between the      

girls and boys.    

It quickly became      
apparent who was       

in charge! 

Maggie 



 

 

Top Hat’s All That Jazz litter was born on April 25, 2016. 
We’ve all heard the saying ‘Swissies don’t read the book on breeding and      

whelping’, and I can attest it’s true!  Maggie’s litter was born a day early with no 

warning and the first pup was born on our bed without us knowing!  It was fairly 

smooth sailing until puppy #10—the last puppy got stuck.  With Carol at the wheel 

we raced to the emergency clinic in a driving rain storm with thunder and             

lightening at 3:00 a.m.  Sadly, the last puppy did not make it, but everyone else 

including Mom were doing fine.  Carol and I went to bed at 6:00 a.m.—I had not 

pulled an all-nighter since college! 

The days and weeks that followed were spent 
keeping a watchful eye on our babies by day 
and sleeping on a blow-up bed by night. 
My husband, Bud, finally convinced me to leave the blow-up bed when he pointed 

out that Maggie was sleeping with me and not the puppies! 

Our time was consumed with all things puppy. 
The hours flew by and I got nothing done except puppy chores and loved every 

minute!  I dreaded the day that I would have to let them go to their new homes.  

But as the pups grew and became more and more demanding of my time I realized I could not give them the individual    

attention they needed.  Then the day came—seeing all the happy families made it easier to let them go, but I still cried as 

they pulled out of the driveway. 

Maggie and I went back to the show ring ... 
and Ted joined us on the hiking trails.  Maggie earned her CGC and NWPD titles and 

Ted got his Working Pack Dog (WPD) title.  Spring rolled around I decided to breed 

Maggie a second and final time.  Her first litter with Zuko was so nice that I decided to 

repeat the breeding—Top Hat’s Big Bang Theory litter was born via cesarean section 

on June 29, 2017.   

The Gardner Family 

Top Hat’s All That Jazz Litter 

From               
the moment   

they were born 
there was       
one puppy              

that                       
stood out. 

Top Hat’s Big Bang Theory Litter 



 

 

The red collared puppy had clearly   
chosen us. 
She was the first one to greet us in the morning; the first to crawl into 

our laps.  Her temperament test suggested that she was a social and 

self confident pup and then came the conformation evaluation.  After 

careful consideration the ‘red’ puppy was considered show quality and 

Top Hat’s Matilda in Red (aka Tillie) became ours!  I began to show her 

in the 4-6 month class and she earned the AKC Puppy of Achievement 

award.  By 9 & 1/2 months she finished her championship with a 5 point 

major at the Chesapeake & Potomac specialty show, and two weeks 

later she received two Grand Champion points!  And in the midst of      

showing she went on to earn her CGC, and complete her first eight mile 

hike (without weight, of course).  Can’t wait to see what this special girl 

will do next!  

As our Swissy family grows so do the 
adventures they take us on. 
Through our dogs I have met so many great people and their dogs.  

They’ve provided us with experiences, opportunities, and an             

ever-expanding 

education that I 

never dreamed 

of.  

Thank you 

Swissy      

Community, 

 Sharon 

Gardner 
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CH Top Hat’s Matilda in Red 



 

 

When Laurie contacted me to ask if I wanted to be spotlighted ... 
I felt a bit apprehensive.  “Why me?” I thought.  I couldn’t imagine what I would write.  Well, I still don’t know the answer to 

that question; nevertheless, I did come up with some things to share.  It is my hope that each of you enjoy our little family 

history.  

It all began at the end of one chapter our lives. 
On May 5, 2013, we lost our beloved Maccabee.  He was a 14 year-old mixed breed 

and the love of our lives. This was not the first time we said goodbye to a four-legged 

family member, but it would be our last—or so we thought at the time.  Our kids were 

grown and, for the most part, out of the house, and it was supposed to be “our time” 

now.  It would be our time to go and do what we pleased, no time restraints…you 

name it…we were now free to do it.   

While working in a summer school program, 
A colleague first introduced me to the Greater Swiss Mountain Dog breed.  During   

our down time, we talked about our teaching experiences, then our families, and           

eventually, of course, our family pets.  I shared with him our recent loss of our                

Maccabee and how we were miserable without our dog.  We missed his morning 

dance that greeted us each day; we missed the tail wagging that reverberated off    

the wall when we opened the door after a long day of work or even after a 15 second      

return from taking out the garbage; we missed our nightly walks that took forever   

because he had to stop and smell every little thing.  During this time, many family 

members and friends tried to console us; they told us we now would be able to do all 

the things we previously only talked about but were unable to do because we had a 

dog.  While they meant well, our hearts were empty.  However, our home missed the 

soul of a dog.  Little, did we know, we would be starting a new chapter in our lives. 

My colleague told me about how he first learned of the GSMD breed, 
and then about his Swissie girl, Riley.  At home later, I wanted to know more so I googled the website and…well… like 

many of you, I imagine, I instantly fell in love and was sold.  BUT…how would I convince my husband?  I called him at work 

and told him to check out the Swissie website.   He told me he would yet quickly followed that with, “We ARE NOT getting 

another dog.”  He reminded me that we were finally free of both children and animal responsibilities; in addition, we had 

countless conversations during which we agreed to no more--on both accounts.   

To my amazement, he researched and             
researched and researched some more ... 
and despite his earlier protestations, well…you all know what happened.  He, too, was 

sold and in love.  We set a date and all went to my colleague’s house to meet Riley 

and his newly rehomed Swissie, JJ.  It took only 15 minutes to confirm our love of 

Swissies.  As my son, Jared, said, “We need to go big or go home.”  Later that same 

day, we contacted the Barton Manor breeder in Maryland, submitted an application 

and they put us on a waiting list.  We originally thought we wanted a male, but were so 

in love with the breed that we said we didn’t care.  As far as we were concerned, the 

sooner we had our Swissie, the better. 
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On September 17th 2013 our Swissie 
was born. 
Needless to say, we were beyond happy…but the 10 week wait was 

just awful. Plus, we felt the pressure to find the right name. We had 

only 10 weeks to pick out her name, not the 9 months we had for our 

children!  We all researched names or threw out our favorite celebrities 

names, but none felt right or “clicked” with all of us.  Nevertheless, in 

the end we came up with the perfect name and it was a unanimous 

decision.  Our little girl was to be named after the car in the movie 

Gone in Sixty Seconds, the 67 Shelby GT 500, Eleanor Shelby. The 

Saturday before Thanksgiving we drove down and picked up our “little 

beagle.”  Adorable! Adorable! Adorable!  To quote a popular movie 

line, she “had us at ‘hello’!” This little bundle of fur stole our hearts and 

would soon turn our world upside down.   

About 2 years ago, I decided to retire after         
40 years of teaching. 
While making our retirement plans, my husband and I decided to downsize, leave 

Teaneck, New Jersey and move to Hopatcong, New Jersey. During this time, I came 

across a heartbreaking post in which a family was looking to rehome their male 

Swissie. Immediately, I thought this would be great for Eleanor—a brother, a playmate!  

They can grow up together!  After all, isn’t that what I did for our daughter, Melissa—

surprise her with a brother??!!  And look how great that turned out!!  We were fortunate 

that our new home had plenty of room both inside and out for two Swissies.  More  

important, we would be helping out an extended Swissie family.  Needless to say, the 

same family members and friends who said we were now free of responsibilities, said 

that we had lost our minds. Still, we contacted the family and told them we were (very!)                    

interested in learning more about their Swissie.   

We soon learned that Eleanor and Riggins were 
from the same breeder and—get this—they are 
half-siblings! 
They have the same father and are only 6 months apart in age. We took this as a 

sign!  Having had two children who were athletic in school, and occasionally               

watching the show, it was such a pleasant surprise to learn that Riggins was named 

after the quarterback character, Tim Riggins, from Friday Night Lights.  Again,           

another sign that this was meant to be. The family and I emailed back and forth for a 

few days, and then set up an initial meeting.  After that, there was weekend              

sleepover, an invite for their family to join us at the lake house, and then another 

sleepover.  We were tickled blue to learn that we were going to be the lucky family to 

forever love Riggins!  Soon after moving into our new home, the family made a most 

heartbreaking trip and gave us their boy to love and to spoil.  We didn’t take this             

responsibility lightly and assured them that we would take care of, treasure and      

forever love their boy.  Eleanor was very accepting of Riggins.  I believe he helped her 

gain more confidence in herself and helped with her interaction with other dogs.  
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My friend told us about the online GSMD group & suggested we join. 
Denise and Caboo (Caboodle to us) Mitterando accepted our request to join and that was the beginning of a terrific           

friendship.  She is one of the kindest, outgoing and most informative ladies that we have ever met and has helped us       

expand our network of Swissie families.  Denise has always encouraged us to step out of our comfort zone and come out to 

play.  We have had some sleepovers, gone to the dog park, gone on a hike, went for a doggy swim and on doggy group 

playdates.  We have learned so much about this breed of dog, all due to the GSMD website. The GSMD Facebook Groups 

have shared both joys and sorrows and we have come to learn that no one is alone with their decisions. 

I know that many Swissie families won’t agree with all of the                
decisions we have made for our Eleanor and Riggins; 
nevertheless, each decision has been made with much forethought and love 

and they are decisions right for ALL of US.  Eleanor and Riggins are not 

show dogs, although they both have the qualifications.  She was spayed 

after her first heat, and he was neutered before joining our family.  They both 

have had their stomachs tacked; they eat kibble, fresh fruits and vegetables; 

they both enjoy the baking of Melissa Bryant Mountain Dog Cookie Company 

as well as Denise Mitterando’s homemade dog treats.  Let us not forget—

chips.  Yes, chips.  Eleanor and Riggins love any kind of chip—they are not 

fussy!  They hear the sound of the bag opening or crinkling and they come 

running!  They wear pinched collars when out walking, are not crated when 

left alone, do not sleep in or on any bed, and are not allowed on the furniture.  

(That’s not to say they haven’t tried!!)  Each dog has its own bed and they 

respect each other’s space… this they have done on their own.  Other than 

that, they share everything. They eat side by side from a 3 pot planter which 

was converted into their feeding station. They share boat rides, car rides, 

and walks. In fact, each one will wait for the other, never getting too far away 

from one another.  As siblings, they can rile one another in a second, play 

hard both inside and out ,and come back panting when they are all done. 
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Riggins & Eleanor enjoying a meal together    

from a planter that was converted into                          

their feeding station 

Inseparable! 

Holding Paws! 



 

 

If I had to guess, their favorite activity is cruising on the lake. 
Just mention the word “boat” and they go crazy—barking and jumping.  That is a lot of body being thrown around!  We 

learned to spell word “boat” just so we can finish a conversation and we know not to ever  pick up the boat keys unless we 

mean business!  Once one of us opens the gate, the two will tear down to the boat, hop in and take their seats.  If the boat 

is left out, they will jump in and wait us out until they get their ride.  

Having said all that they do together, just like children, each dog has 
its own personality. 
Eleanor is persistent, energetic, affectionate, loves drinking from the hose and, given the choice, prefers her belly rubbed. 

Riggins is calm, laid back, gentle, loves crunching on ice cubes and prefers his ears rubbed.   

I would like all the Swissie readers   
to know ... 
that I did wrestle with the same thoughts as I did with having a 

second child—could I love another? The answer is YES,         

ABSOLUTELY, WITHOUT A DOUBT!!  And I DO!                  

WE ALL DO!  

These two are full-time jobs AND ... 
we wouldn’t think of changing either one of them or want them 

any other way.   

They are perfect…perfect for us! 

 Toby Nelson 

The Nelson Family                      
How We Became a Swissie Household 
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Judge can detect 61 accelerants! 



 

 

Let’s Make You a Winner                                

A Judge’s Perspective on Showing Dogs   

By Pat Hastings and Erin Ann Rouse 

 

‘Let’s Make You a Winner’ is all about the                   

Conformation ring.    

Whether you’re new to showing dogs or are an             

experienced handler, you’ll find a treasure trove of 

Golden Nuggets of K9 Knowledge in this book.  From 

breeding and raising a show prospect puppy, preparing 

you and your dog for the show ring, handling           

techniques to showcase your dog at his/her best, and 

resolving problems, this book has something for      

everyone.    

I particularly like Pat’s insights regarding the owner-

handler competing with professional handlers.              

Understanding why professional handlers seem to have 

the edge is the first step to competing successfully.    

After reading this book, I was amazed at what I didn’t 

know!  And I was amazed at how easily I was able to 

take her straightforward and practical advice into the 

show ring.  There is always something new to learn! 

I think this book belongs in every owner-handler’s      

library and for breeders, it’s a great book to send home 

with show prospect puppies.   

 

Katie Markley 

 

 “Never forget that everyone at a dog 

show—from owners, to owner-

handlers, to professional handlers, to 

club members and judges—all     

started in the same place.  It is totally           

understandable when an owner-

handler feels frustrated, constantly 

coming up against professional        

handlers in the lineup, particular if the 

judge seems to have more focus for 

the pros dog than yours.”    But….   



 

 

Specialty Show    

Best of Breed 35  

Best of Winners 30  

Best of Opposite 35  

Select Dog 30  

Select Bitch 30  

Award of Merit 25  

Award of Merit 25  

Winners Dog 25  

Reserve Winners Dog 20  

Winners Bitch 25  

Reserve Winners Bitch 20  

6-9 Month Puppy Dog 15  

9-12 Month Puppy Dog 15  

12-18 Month Puppy Dog 15 Laurie & Gene Grace 

Bred by Dog 15  

Am Bred Dog 15  

Open Dog 15  

6-9 Month Puppy Bitch 15  

9-12 Month Puppy Bitch 15  

12-18 Month Puppy Bitch 15  

Bred by Bitch 15  

Am Bred Bitch 15  

Open Bitch 15  

Veteran Dog 25  

Veteran Bitch 25  

Class $$  Sponsor 

Sweepstakes    

6-9 Month Puppy Dog 15  

9-12 Month Puppy Dog 15  

12-15 Month Puppy Dog 15  

15-18 Month Puppy Dog 15 Laurie & Gene Grace 

6-9 Month Puppy Bitch 15  

9-12 Month Puppy Bitch 15  

12-15 Month Puppy Bitch 15  

15-18 Month Puppy Bitch 15  

Best Puppy 25  

Best of Opposite Puppy 25  

7-9 Year Veteran Dog 15  

9+ Year Veteran Dog 15  

7-9 Year Veteran Bitch 15  

9+ Year Veteran Bitch 15  

Best Veteran 25  

Best of Opposite Veteran 25  

Swissy    

Army 

‘Christmas 

in              

July’ 

Call to           

Action 

Trophy 

Sponsors 

Needed for 

MAGS’      

4th Annual       

Specialty 

Show  

December 15th 

Allentown, PA 

 
Send an email to  

Midatlantic  
GSMDC@gmail.com      
with the class(es) 

you’d like to     
sponsor     

 
Thank You!    



 

 

 

SeaVaRidge’s All About Adonia 

Novice Working Pack Dog 
 

Andrea & Bob Haubrick’s Gertie earned her Novice Working Pack Dog (NWPD) title                                                                     
at the MAGS Spring Pack Hike.  

 



 

 

 

Silver GCH CH Gideon Des Joyeuses Gambades CGC  

Canine Good Citizen 
 

Mr. Gideon passed his CGC at the MAGS Pet Therapy and AKC's Canine Good Citizen event held in May                   
at Sharon Gardner's in Frenchtown, NJ.  Since our guest speaker for pet therapy does testing for Creature 

Comfort (Caboo's pet therapy organization) we did a little more testing & Gid passed that as well.                            
He is excited to get his start in bringing smiles to sad or stressed faces! 

 



 

 

 

Silver GCH CH Gideon Des Joyeuses Gambades CGC  

Obedience 
 

Who said "You can't teach an old(er) dog new tricks?!"  Well Mr. Gideon took a basic obedience class                 
with Grandpa John McWilliams at Paws-itive Experience in Rockaway, NJ and graduated with flying                   

colors! (Gid thinks it was more necessary for Step-Mom Denise than him!) 



 

 

Firefly’s Message From The King                                                                                           

Puppy Kindergarten 
 

 

Dimitry and Taylor Belokopyty’s Bennett passed his Puppy Kindergarten and                                             
Socialization Course on April 10th, administered by What A Good Dog in Malvern, PA. 

 

 

 



 

 

GCH Kismet’s Blazing Fire On The Mountain Lady Klara 

Klara’s Recent Wins 
Klara, who is co-owned by Janie & Wayne Hecker and Joe & Carol Neuman, continues to impress the judges! 

 

The Combined Specialties Show was held on April 20, 2018 at the Maryland Fairgrounds in Timonium, MD 

The Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of America was represented by the Chesapeake & Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain 

Dog Club who held their Specialty on Friday, April 20th. With 50 dogs competing, Judge Lisa Warren selected Klara as      

Best of Opposite Sex to Best of Breed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured Left to Right, Judge Lisa Warren, Brian Ullom with Klara, Cathy Cooper-representing C&P GSMDC 

 

The Cherry Blossom Cluster at the Maryland Fairgrounds in Timonium, MD 

On Sunday, April 22nd, in the show with a supported entry by the Chesapeake & Potomac Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club 

in competition with 37 dogs, Judge Bruce E. Voran, selected Klara as Grand Champion Select Bitch. 

 

The Bucks County Kennel Club Show in Erwinna, PA 

On Saturday, May 5th, at Judge Helene Nathanson, selected Klara Best of Opposite Sex to Best of Breed. 

 

The Trenton Kennel Club Shows in West Windsor Township, New Jersey 

On Sunday, May 6th , Judge Nikki Riggsbee selected Klara as Best of Breed.  

On Monday, May 7th, Judge John Ronald selected Klara as Best of Opposite Sex to Best of Breed. 



 

 

Barton Manor’s Good Golly Miss Molly    
NWPD, FDC                                                                                           

Farm Dog Certified 

Leslie Gillette’s Molly earned her Farm Dog title                                                                                            
and also turned 8 on June 20th. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 3, 2018 -- "Happy Gotcha Day" to Silver Grand Champion Gideon Des Joyeuses Gambades 
CGC (a.k.a. Gideon, Orca, Gid).  Caboo and I couldn't be happier to give you a retirement home with a 
king-sized bed to sleep in and many play dates with family and friends!   The friends and family know 

me better than I know myself... from Day 1, they knew you were forever home!  

Ya know Mom    

it’s not too late 

to change your 

mind! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

David and Lisa Bretz and their Swissy, Zeppelin welcome the newest addition, Lucy, to their family pack.                                           
Lucy will be 3 in August and was rescued from a neglectful situation, believe it or not, by another Swissy                 

breeder in Utah!  She successfully made the long cross country flight coming into our lives on May 10th                 
and has quickly become our pack leader.  We look forward to sharing our lives with Lucy.   



 

 

 Kismet Littermate Playdate 

Dakota, owned by Kevin & Susan Crisp, and Zoey, owned by the Gaffney            

family—Ed, Sharon, Mac & Cece—met at the Newlin Grist Mill in Glenn Mills, 

PA, for a some fun.  This was Dakota’s & Zoey’s first meeting since they left 

the nest.  They had a great time and look forward to another play date soon! 


