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Our interest in Swissies started roughly 8 years ago while 
watching the working group during the yearly televised dog 
shows.  We couldn’t understand why the GSMD didn’t get 
more acknowledgement.  We had Rottweilers and while adoring 
them, we saw something special in this breed.  After losing our 
10 year old rottie, Kovu, we knew we wanted a Swissy. 
 
Our journey with Swissies began with Kopper.  He was so  
special to us!  He was our 1st.  We couldn’t believe we had a 
SWISSY!  We were so proud of him.  We took basic obedience 
classes.  He missed earning his CGC by 1 task… he just  
couldn’t resist visiting the ladies as we walked past each other!   
 
Kopper brought us closer together in a new and wonderful way.  
We were hiking and taking Kop to new places to explore.  We 
would plan a new adventure each weekend.  He was our whole 
world.  He was my husband’s best friend.  Things were just 
about perfect, and then everything changed.  
 
 

 
It was the night before Thanksgiving, November 27th, 2013.  He began to have seizures in front of us.  We were 
horrified and we rushed off to the ER.  En route he had more seizures and stopped breathing.  I attempted CPR, 
but by the time we arrived at the ER he had been gone for over 20 minutes.  That night is the worst night of my 
family’s life.  We were devastated.  We lost our 14 month old baby.  Feeling robbed, we wanted a puppy to heal 
our broken hearts.  Sadly the search for another Swissy began. 
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The journey was different this time.  We reached out to several breeders and heard back from Kim Woollard.  
We were excited to learn she had a puppy for us.  He was from her “J” litter and would be ready to come home 
in March 2014.  It was surprising to us at first to discover we wouldn’t actually get to choose a puppy ourselves!  
 
To our delight we received our beautiful “orange” boy, now Sentry.  Now things really started to get real!  We 
were taking obedience classes and conformation classes.  I didn’t even know what stacking meant!  We were raw 
feeding & going on swissy play dates.  I began to show Sentry.  It was a really slow start with lots of seasoned 
advice along the way.   
 

In September 2015, with Sentry at 20 months old, I secured his Championship at the C&P Specialty in Virginia.  
I was thrilled!  I succeeded in something I didn’t know I’d ever get the chance to do.  Meanwhile Randy had 
been practicing weight pulling with Sentry.  After attending several trials in Ohio, they obtained his WWD and 
WWDX together!  Next is his WWDS!  We hope to do it all!  He’s been practicing on the draft cart & will be 
pack hiking this fall.  He is a great camping dog.  He loves keeping watch from his post on the picnic table and 
sleeping between us in the tent!  He is the best! 
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The 3rd “chapter” in our love of Swissies is 
just beginning with  our newest Swissy, 
Ridgebridge Rosella Crimson, Eleanor!   
 
She’s only 3 months old and is a joy to have 
in our home.  She’s different from Sentry in 
a lot of ways.  She’s very vocal and  
confident!   
 
It took a bit of adjustment time, but I can 
finally say Sentry loves her!  We are excited 
to start puppy classes and to start showing 
Eleanor!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are so blessed to have these dogs in our life.  I can’t imagine a day without them.  All dogs are great, but 
people have no idea until they own a Swissy! 
 

 


